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Business class

$2695*
 +$687*

Special require 30 days 
advance purchase on J class

Fly and Relax

$1180*
 +$687*U class

Flight to Israel + 3  nights Hotel
Oct 25, 2012 - Dec 19, 2012
Dec 25, 2012 - Mar 17, 2013

Based on Double
 +$687*U class

Direct to Tel-Aviv SPECIAL
Oct 25, 2012 - Dec 19, 2012
Dec 25, 2012 - Dec 31, 2012

$430*
TICO # 3319273   *Limited space.restrictions apply.Price/taxes may vary with other classes of services,gateway and departure date.Pls call for details 

 +$687*U class

WINTER SPECIAL
Direct to Tel-Aviv

Jan 1 - Mar 17, 2013

$363*
Last ticketing date Nov.10, 2012

Shabbat Start: 4:40pm
Shabbat Ends: 5:42pm

IT'S  REFRESHING!!!  
IT'S  CRISPY!!!  
IT'S  DILL-ICIOUS!!!

U
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The annual memorial service marking 
seventeen years since Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated was held 

Reisman centre in Vaughan, north of 
Toronto. The service, initiated and 
organized by the local Israeli consulate, 

centre and the Jewish Federation, was 
attended by some three hundred members 
of the Israeli and Jewish community, 
including the president of the Jewish 
Federation, Mr. Ted Sokolsky.

parents association, recited the yizkor 
prayer in memory of Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. 
Mike Diamond, chair of the involvement 
committee of the Jewish Federation 
recalled Rabin's life story as a warrior 
and statesman, in the service of Israel's 
security and independence, both on the 

The 'Blue and White' school children's 

choir sang the 'reut' song, a Rabin favorite, 
which he viewed as an expression of 

Israeli society. A girl scout read Meir 
Goldenberg's song 'warm people', and 
another conveyed a personal message by 
Rabin's daughter, Dalia, to the assembly.

Dalia Rabin expressed her deep 
excitement that the Jewish community of 
Toronto had chosen to commemorate her 
father's memory. She noted that the late 
Rabin had dedicated his life do attaining 

Claims that Palestinian Authority chairman  has 
apparently relinquished the right of return are baseless 

in which he called the return a "sacred right" and 

positions. The interview by Abbas to Israel's Channel 2 
TV, broadcast on Nov. 2, 2012, stirred up a large-scale 
political storm both in Israel and the Palestinian arena 
with Abbas' statements interpreted as a relinquishment 
of the right of return.

Abbas said in the interview that, as a native of the 
Israeli town of Safed, he desires to visit the town but 

refugee, I live in Ramallah, the West Bank and Gaza is 
Palestine, all the rest is Israel."

The Israeli political leadership was in no hurry to 
lend credence to Abbas' supposed readiness to give 

its part, accused him of a treasonous violation of 

claiming he had in effect relinquished the right of 
return.

Within a day of the interview, the Palestinian 
news agency Wafa hastily published the text of an 
explanatory interview Abbas gave to the Egyptian Al 

complained of how the media, particularly Al Jazeera, 
had quoted parts of his statements in a way that lifted 
them from their context. On the right-of-return issue he 

Since 1988 the Palestinian National Council has 

recognition was reiterated a number of times in the 
Arab Peace Initiative, as well as before it and after it, 

No Change in the 
Palestinian Position 

on the Right of Return

Toronto Israeli Community Remembers Rabin
Three hundred people attend annual memorial service for slain Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
at Schwartz Reisman centre, Vaughn. Israeli consul- general stresses that memorial not only 
commemorates Rabin's assassination, but his lifelong strive for Israel's independence and prosperity

A new poll suggests Canada's 
third place Liberal Party has 
jumped in popularity since 
Justin Trudeau, son of late 

former Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau, said he would run 
for the Party's leadership. On 
Tuesday, he paid a visit to the 
new Leo Baeck Reform Jewish 

Day School, touring the school, 
accompanied by Eric Petersiel, 
head of the school and MPP for 

charmed the Grades six to eight 
students, interacting easily with 
them, visiting their classrooms 

assembly afterward. 
Two students from 

the school's Tikun Olam 
Committee introduced him to 
the assembly.   A choir carried 
the theme of social justice 
forward with music.   Using the 

told the students, "We are 

world.  Don't get caught up in 

stressed that being a Canadian 
citizen entails giving back.  

and know how lucky we are 
to be Canadians.  The heart of 
citizenship is to shape the world 
around you.  Your parents and 
your school have given you the 
tools for Tikun Olam".

With regard to the Arab 
Spring, he told Shalom Toronto 
that "movement towards 
democracy is possible" and 
Canada must support any 
signs of democracy, even if 
it looks "messy" right now.  
"For too long Canada, for 
strategic reasons," supported 
the dictatorial leaders of those 
countries.

When asked by Shalom 
Toronto if he supports 

Justin Trudeau Visits Leo Baeck School

 Mr. DJ  Schneeweiss on annual memorial service for slain Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin

Palestinian Authority chairman Abbas
Justin Trudeau Visits Leo Baeck School
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matter as well, and in the latest reconciliation 
agreement in Cairo there was agreement on 

and elections. This was with the participation 
of thirty-six representatives of the [Fatah] 
Central Committee and the secretary-general 
in Cairo last January, and it declared that there 

and on East Jerusalem as the capital of the 
Palestinian state, and on this all the Arab and 
Islamic states have agreed.

My words about Safed were a personal 
position, and they do not indicate a 
relinquishment of the right of return, since 
it is not possible for anyone to give up the 
right of return, because the wording of all 
the international and the Arab and Islamic 
resolutions states that a just and agreed solution 
must be found to the refugee problem based on 

meaning in agreement with the Israeli side.

quoted by Wafa) that the refugee issue is 
"sacred," and that it and the other basic issues 
would be discussed in the framework of the 

said the refugee issue would be negotiated on 

the principle of the right of return with 
compensation for those who do not choose 
to return. After an agreement is reached with 
Israel, Abbas said, it would be presented for 
approval in a popular referendum.

Nabil Abu Rudeineh, the Palestinian 
presidential spokesman, sharply rejected 

expressed a relinquishment of the right of 

Rudeineh asserted: "The president and the 
Palestinian leadership will never agree to a 
state with temporary borders, since whoever 

is the one who gives up the right of return, 
compromises the basic national principles, and 

subsequent Palestinian generations."
Abu Rudeineh also said that the "refugees' 

right of return is one of the permanent-
status issues to be discussed with the Israelis 
such as borders and water. We adhere to the 
basic national principles, which the national 

new in this position."

for foreign relations, claimed in an interview 
to the raya.ps website that Abbas' statements as 
quoted in the media were taken out of context, 
and that in the full interview Abbas had said 
that "every Palestinian person has the right 
to return to his homeland but it is his right to 
choose and he himself will decide if he wants 

also received backing from other Fatah leaders, 
and leaders of constituent organizations of 
Fatah, who underscored his fealty to the right 

The gap between Israel and the Palestinians 
on the refugee question is unbridgeable. For 
the Palestinians, the right of return is a taboo 
matter that cannot be questioned. As far as 

representatives base their position on the 
question of "justice" and not "compromise," as 
is clearly evident in the resolutions of all the 
Palestinian institutions.

From the Palestinian standpoint, "justice" 

refugees in accordance with all the resolutions 
of international institutions, most of all 

the refugees' right to return and compensation.
The formulation "a just and agreed 

imply a readiness for a possible Palestinian 
compromise on the right of return. "Agreed" 

means compelling Israel to agree to implement 
the Palestinian demands for "justice."

The PLO and the Palestinian Authority 

continue to cultivate in Palestinian society 
the idea of the refugees' return, to prevent any 
possibility of resettling the refugees outside of 
the camps, and to maintain the role of UNRWA 
as a symbolic and practical manifestation of 
the demand for return.

The commitment to realizing the right of 
return was anchored in the "Law of the Right 
of Return of the Palestinian Refugees," which 

2008. The law states, among other things, that:
The right of return of the Palestinian refugees 

to their homes and property and the granting 
of compensation to them for the suffering that 
was their lot is a fundamental and sacred right 
that is not subject to purchase or sale or to 
conversion and no consideration [of a change 
in meaning], interpretation, or referendum will 
be applied to it.

The right of return is a natural personal, 
group, civil, political right that is passed on 
from father to son and is not cancelled with 
the passage of time or by the signing of any 
agreement, and it is not possible to cancel it or 
relinquish any aspect of it.

It is to settle the Palestinian refugees or to 
uproot them [from their place] as an alternative 
to the right of return.

Whoever acts in contravention of the 
injunctions of this law will be viewed as 
perpetrating a grave crime of treason and 
will be subject to all the criminal and civil 
punishments that have been set for this crime. 

In the Palestinian view, which receives 
support from Palestinian and Israeli human 
rights organizations, the right of return is a 
"private" right of each and every refugee, and 
hence the representatives of the Palestinian 

no authority to relinquish this right in the name 
of the refugees.

According to the Palestinian consensus, 
the nonimplementation of the right of return 

armed struggle even after a Palestinian state is 
created.

Any Palestinian leader who dares challenge 
this consensus and gives up the right of return 
in negotiations with Israel stands, at best, 
to be ostracized and removed from the stage 
or, worse, executed. The Palestinian arena's 
harsh reactions to Abbas' remarks to Channel 
2 indicate the inability of the Palestinian 
leadership, even if it so desired, to present a 
compromise position on the refugee issue.

In sum, Abbas did not deviate from the 
established, familiar, basic Palestinian 
positions on the refugee issue, and he continues 
to regard the refugees' return as a "sacred right" 
that is in the hands of the refugees themselves, 
with no one authorized to concede it in their 
name.

The Abbas-led Palestinian diplomatic effort, 
entailing a planned appeal to the United Nations 
later this month, centers on international 
recognition for a Palestinian state based on 

greater legal and political validation for the 
Palestinian demand for a full Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank, without the Palestinians 
having to give anything in return – let alone on 
the refugee issue.

The refugee problem is the heart of the 

it is a trump card with which they can keep 
confronting Israel even after the state of 
Palestine is established, overcoming Israel 
demographically and changing it, in the long 
term, into part of a single Palestine from the 
Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea.

 ------------------------------------------------

of the Middle East and radical Islam at the Jerusalem 

Research Group Ltd. and is a former advisor to the Policy 

and securing Israel's independence, 
and as a statesman reached out to 
the less privileged, minorities and to 
Israel's enemies in his quest for peace.

Rabin's assassination and the annual 

Israel will never again have to face 
such a trauma.  Dalia Rabin brought 
to the notice of those in attendance 
that the Rabin center in Tel Aviv, 
while dedicated to commemorating 
his life achievements, set out to 
promote tolerance within Israeli 
society, to further democracy and civil 
society, and combat violence. Every 
passing day strengthens my feeling 
that his death was not in vain, and that 
ultimately peace shall prevail, she 
signed off. 

Following a moving rendition of 
the song 'that man' by the female trio 
of Dafna Zur, Orly Bozer and Alona 
Yudeshkin, the Israeli Consul General 
in Toronto and the Western Provinces 
of Canada, Mr. DJ  Schneeweiss  
spoke. The Consul General depicted 
memorial day for Rabin as a day 
of sadness and introspection for 
all Israelis, wherever they may be, 
because the murder violated the very 
basic Jewish values and critically 
damaged the sense of solidarity and 
shared destiny of Israeli society.

The main lesson to be derived from 
the assassination, Schneeweiss went 
on to state, was the uncompromising 

while promoting among the younger 
generation the values of democracy, 

peaceful means.  
Schneeweiss noted that this 

memorial day not only commemorates 
the tragic assassination of Prime 
Minister Rabin, but mainly the path he 
traversed and his life achievements, 

concerned with Israel's independence 
and enduring prosperity through 
peace and security. Following in the 
footsteps of Rabin, in his view, should 
be the strengthening of the state of 
Israel as a just society, contributing 
to humankind, and dedication to 
pluralism and concern for all its 
citizens.

The Consul General went on to 
commend the good ties between the 
Jewish and Israeli community as 

noted that this venue, like so many 
others, has the power to bring the 
Israeli narrative and experience to 
the long established Jewish citizens 
of Canada, thus enhancing unity and 
cohesion within the large Jewish 
community, and mobilizing them all 
to greater involvement in the great 
Jewish project of the modern era, the 
state of Israel. All of us have to carry 
within us the memory of Rabin's in his 
life and death, and harness it to a joint 
effort to forge the future of the Jewish 
people, Schneeweiss concluded.    
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No Change in the Palestinian Position on the Right of Return

restricting the immigration to Canada from 
undemocratic countries as suggested recently by 
University of Western Ontario, Salim Mansur, the 
answer was vehemently negative.  "It's contrary 

because of the immigrants that came from poor and 
oppressed countries."

to Canada because of extreme climate changes 
and climate disasters, like the recent storm Sandy.  
Canada is relatively stable, compared to many other 
countries including the US.

 Trudeau recently launched his bid for leadership of the Liberals, promising to breathe 
new life into a party he says has lost touch with middle class Canadians.  A throng of supporters 

intentions.

from three areas; mortgage debt from rising housing prices, post-secondary education and lack 
of access to foreign capital. 

prosperity is more substantive, more responsible than Romney's.  That's why I'm leaning towards 
him even if it's impolitic to say." 

Speaking about Israel, he said all parties agree that Canada is a friend and ally to "the only 
democracy in the middle-east" and that the Conservatives are wrongly making it a political 

terrorist organization list.   "And they don't even explain why," he said.
Trudeau declared Iran's nuclear weapon threat, as a threat not only to Israel, but the entire 

world. "Iran represents a credible and real threat that I am extremely worried about."

adding that he is a strong supporter of Israel.

Liberals.
depstein@rogers.com 
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